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Ecotourism Development Approaches in Chiang Saen District,

Chiangrai Province, Thailand
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ABSTRACT
ID : 52103060045
Project : Ecotourism Development Approaches in Chiang Saen District,

Chiangrai Province, Thailand.

Researcher : Asst.Prof Bussaba Sitikarm , School of Management
E-mail Address : bussaba@mfu.ac.th
Duration : 1 June 2009 — 31 May 2010

;fhis study aims to explore: 1) potentiality of ecotourism development in Chiang Saen district; 2)
community’s demands on ecotourism development and; 3) tourist’s demands on ecotourism development
in Chiang Saen district. The cases study included 4 sub-districts of Ban Saew, Mae Ngern, Yo Nok and Pa
Sak.

The methodologies adopted for data collection were qualitative and quantitative approaches
including street survey, structured interview, participatory observation, Participatory Rural Appraisal
(PRA), evaluation form and questionnaire survey in combination with the secondary data collection.
Purposive sampling was employed to tourism stakeholders to obtain both qualitative and quantitative data.
246 questionnaires were employed to both Thai and foreign tourists who visited the area to obtain their
demands upon ecotourism development in Chiang Saen district. Content analysis and descriptive statistics
were employed to the qualitative data. Statistical software was used to analyze the data from questionnaire
survey. Percentage distribution and mean were employed to report data.

The study revealed that:

1. Potentiality of ecotourism development in Chiang Saen district were ranked respectively from
the most to least as Ban Saew, Yo Nok, Mae Gnern and Pa Sak sub-districts.

2. Community’s demands on ecotourism development in Chiang Saen district were as follows.

1) Demands on enhancing the locals’ awareness on conservation of natural and cultural resources
as well as promoting ecotourism basing on existing tourism resources. The local authority shall take full
responsibility on the ecotourism development.

2) Demands on enhancing the tourism stakeholders’ awareness on ecotourism development and
conservation of natural and socio-cultural resources.

3) Demands on promoting local participation in ecotourism development process and ecotourism

networks in aspect of marketing and tourism logistics collaboration in both local level and national level,



3. Tourist’s demands on ecotourism development in Chiang Saen district were ranked respectively
from the most to least as accessibility, attraction, amenity, accommodation and activity development.

Thus, the suggestions for sustainable ecotourism development in Chiang Saen district were as
follows.

1. Ecotourism shall be promoted both in sub-district and district levels.

2. Participation of tourism stakeholders in ecotourism development process shall be promoted.

3. Ecotourism shall be recognized as a tool for community development in aspects of economy,

socio-culture and conservation of natural resources.
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