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Short Course Program in Buddhist Art, Mae Fah Luang University

The Short Course Program in Buddhist Art was initiated through the shared vision of three
distinguished figures: Phra Medhivajirodam (V. Vajirameadhi), Director of tha Cherntawan International
Meditation Center; Ajarm Chalermchai Kositpipat; and Prof. Dr. YWanchai Sirichana, Founding President
and Chairman of the Mae Fah Luang University Counci

Their collective aim was to establish a curriculum that fosters a profound understanding of
aesthetics thraugh both theory and intensive practice. The program is designed to enable learners to
apply these principles to the management, conservation, and creation of Buddhist art, as well as to
disseminate thase works to the public on bath national and international levels, ensuring the
preservation of Buddhist art for posterity.

The program is honored to have distinguished experts and renowned artists serving as lecturers,
helping to develap the potential af learners and society sustainably. Operated tuition-free since 2021,
this program offars a novel learning farmat open to monks, novices, and the general public without
restrictions on age or educational background. Classes are held on Saturdays and Sundays cver a ona-
year duration, under the supervision of the Center for Academic Services and the Mekong Basin
Civilization Museum, Mae Fah Luang University.

The implementation of this shart course is akin to cultivating guality personnel equipped with
knowledge and understanding in art conservation, art management, and creative arts. It plays a crucial
role in driving Chiang Rai towards becoming a sustainable "City of Art" and 'City of Artists' in the
future. This missian aligns with gavernment policies cn national economic enhancement and the
"Culture-Led Economy," as well as policies on education, learning, and the preservation of art and
culture.

In the past year, students of the 3rd Generation (2023), along with program instructors and
experts, presented their creative works at the "Spiritual Awakening of Buddhist Art Exhibition” held
at the Chiang Rai Contemporary Art Museum (CCAM) from March 7 to April 20, 2025 The exhibition
received significant interest from visitors, and artworks were successfully sold during the event

‘ Proceeds from the sales were allocated in two parts: one portion was contributed to the MFU
Buddhist Art Fund to suppart the instruction of future generations, while the other pertion was
returned to the student creators. This success demonstrates the valuable cutput senerated by both
the learners and their creative works, clearly reflecting the ohjectives of the currculum and the
unwavering determination of its founders.
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