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Cross-Border Mobility and Local Development; a Case Study of

Japanese Transnational Community in Chiang Rai

Jaruwan Hatapasu

School of Social Innovation, Mae Fah Luang University

A mobility of people generates transnational communities, an
inevitable consequence of globalization. A "transnational community" is a
group of people who have moved to another country and have lived there
for a while, while continuing to have close ties to their home country. This
study sheds light on the phenomena of a Japanese transnational
community in Chiang Rai. There are some of Japanese have built a form of
connections among Japanese and with the locals, for instance a
“Foundation for Education and Development for the highlander.” It was
established to help the locals in Chiang Rai, mostly ethnic groups who
comes from difficult backgrounds. Their ministries are to support the
education for ethnic children and youth, to help stateless people, to
strengthen a local community.

This study places a spotlight on the connections that Japanese have
through this foundation. This research will examine the characteristics of
Japanese transnational community and the dynamic of it through the
activities under this foundation. | will investigate how the network of the
Japanese transnational community is tied and expanded within and across
national borders. Lastly, | will discuss the impacts of the Japanese
transnational community on local economic, social, and cultural

development.
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This study applies qualitative method and an ethnography fieldwork.
This research will be carried out in Chiang Rai and follow the network
onward. The data will be collected from related documents, observations,
questionnaire, and in-depth interviews of key informants both Thais and
Japanese. The data will be analysis by using the concept of transnational
communities, notions of transnational network and social formation. | hope
this study would fill the gaps in knowledge of this group of people and

would widen the horizons of knowledge on transnational studies.

Keywords Cross-border, Mobility, Japanese community, Japanese

community in Chiang Rai
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Creating a Transborder Community for the Preservation of
Local Cultural Artifact

Sakiko Kawabe

National Museum of Japanese History, Japan

This presentation will discuss a new way to preserve and pass on
local cultural artifacts by a transborder community of researchers, artists,
and local citizens. Cultural artifacts, such as tableware, utensils, tools,
clothes, adornments, and furniture used and disposed of in people's daily
lives, are important materials to understand the culture and changes of
everyday life in local communities. Therefore, many collections of
everyday objects are kept in regions and countries today. In Japan, cultural
artifacts (so-called "mingu"), especially ones used before the period of high
economic growth (from the 1950s to the 1970s), were collected and
preserved throughout the country to protect them from disappearance
due to the drastic changes in lifestyle through the rapid economic growth
(so-called "Mingu Boom"). This boom was the result not only of researchers
but also of people in government and everyday life who felt
uncomfortable and threatened by the rapid changes in lifestyle and culture
and came to recognize the importance of folk artifacts as something that
should be protected. In combination with the boom in the construction of
regional museums that occurred around the same time, cultural artifacts
were collected actively in various regions. They were stored and exhibited
in local folk museums or otherwise in elementary schools, community

centers, and private residences. However, most of these local cultural
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artifacts are now in a state of dead storage and not used as historical and
cultural materials. Although these artifacts were once collected to be
preserved, they will be lost if there is no countermeasure. How can we
preserve these collections through generations?

| propose "loose preservation” as a concept to solve the problem of
everyday object collections. In traditional Western museology, the
principle is that collected materials are stored and exhibited in a
temperature- and humidity-controlled environment by museum specialists
and that the value and condition of the materials are maintained forever
into the future. On the other hand, loose preservation is a way of preserving
materials to utilize and pass them on by finding new value in cultural
artifacts in terms of diverse actors' perspectives while acknowledging
changes in their condition. In loose preservation, local cultural artifacts are
expected to be preserved in cooperation among various actors such as
researchers, artists, and local citizens beyond a geographical and
theoretical border of a community. A case study of the project for "Suzu
no Okurazarae" and Suzu Theater Museum at the Oku-Noto Triennale will
be introduced to discuss loose preservation and the creation of a

transborder community.

Keywords Transborder community, Loose preservation, Local cultural

artifact, Oku-not Triennale
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Preservation and Use of Cultural Heritage

by Local Activism Group

Virliany Rizgia
Graduate School of Human and Socio-Environmental Studies,

Kanazawa University

Cultural heritage is an inherited resources that is considered valuable
and needs preserving. In the past, they used to be an ‘ordinary’ or daily
objects, but because they are not actively used or produced anymore,
there are efforts to keep and preserve the remaining. There have been
researches and works of experts or professional scholars in protecting and
preserving cultural heritage. In the process, they might or might not involve
the local people who ‘own’ the heritage. But what about the local
people’s own efforts in protecting and bringing out their own cultural
heritage?

This study aims to highlight the efforts from the local people and
local heritage activism group in preserving, using, and managing their
cultural heritage. Even though they are locals, but they have to cross their
‘borders’ to collaborate and work together with stakeholders from the
outside of local area, in order to reach more opportunities and advance
their efforts in preserving the cultural heritage. However, especially in the
case of pandemic era, where their mobility and physical activities are
restricted, they als have to shift their activities remotely or through online

platform in order to reach out to people beyond their border.
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The case study takes place in Lasem, Central Java, Indonesia, where the
people who live there comes from different religious/ethnic/cultural
background, therefore they have various cultural heritage. There are a lot
of local groups who that to preserve said heritage, but this study will use
Lasem Heritage Foundation as the case study. This is a local heritage
activism group from Lasem that is ‘open’ to people from outside Lasem
who wants to join and together manage and preserve Lasem’s cultural
heritage. The heritage that they take care of are mostly Batik, old Chinese-
style houses, and urban planning of Lasem area. Ever since pandemic, they
are able to shift their activities online and now doing them in hybrid

method (online-offline).

Keywords Preservation, Cultural Heritage, Local Activism Group
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